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A Fun Neighborhood Night Out 
The evening of October 4th was warm for the time of year, which means it was 
quite pleasant. More than 70 folks showed up for the 2016 National Neighborhood 
Night Out (NNNO or just NNO) at about 6:30 that evening, and kids immediately 
gravitated to the bounce house. With new outdoor lighting set up by Gary Brewer 
the area around this "castle" and the grounds around it were useable for the 
whole event, including for "beanbag washers" close by. Even the table area was 
lighted sufficiently to make it accessible for the entire evening: Thank you, Gary!! 

NNO is a nationwide "event" aimed at 
improving safety for neighborhood homes by 
learning things we can do to accomplish this, 

and also by meeting our first responders and learning what they can do and 
how to interact with them efficiently. Getting to know our local police and 
fire officers, as well as our code enforcement personnel, should make us more 
comfortable contacting and communicating with them. But the most 
important method for protecting our property is through neighbor-to-
neighbor communication. The first maxim of Neighborhood Watch is to "know your five", which simply means to 
get to know your immediate neighbors on both sides and across the street, as well as behind us as the situation 
dictates. Learning your neighbors' work hours, automobiles, names, and phone/email information greatly 
magnifies the chances of detecting and interrupting illegal activities, as well as catching the perpetrators. 

But back to the party: Pizza, green salad, watermelon, iced tea and ice cream enhanced 
the camaraderie and fun of meeting and hobnobbing with each other while watching the 
kids. We also got to meet some of the city officials and fiddle with fire truck controls.  

A highlight of the event was recognition of the residents who won 
our four contests: Youngest and oldest residents present and 
earliest and latest arrivals in the neighborhood. Each got gift 
certificates to local restaurants. 

The oldest resident for the second time in three years was John 
Fields, who turned 90 on the day of the party (we sang to him!).  

The youngest resident was Lucien Cruz. While only seven months 
old he was having a good time along with his parents - Erin and 
Marc - and all his admirers. 

The earliest neighborhood residents were Harold and Anna Hans, 
who moved to their home on Whitewing in Walnut Forest in1957 
(that's getting close to the earliest pioneers!). And they're still 
contributing to the welfare of the community. 

Finally, the newest arrival was Theresa Randolph who had just 
arrived the previous week! Welcome her when you see her. 

And then there was the silent auction, organized and run by 
Theresa Jones (and thanks to you, too, Theresa); She acquired a 
large array of items for the auction which generates funds for the 

100 Club. This organization supports families of first responders who die in the line of 
duty, and WCNA has supported the fund for the past five years. $280 will be donated to 
the Club from this year's auction. 

NNNO typically is the largest event sponsored by WCNA during the year, and is totally 
handled by volunteers. If you want to participate in such activities, serve on the board, or 
get involved in - or even instigate - any other organization activities you can contact a 
board member using information on page six. And if you haven't done it so far, please join 
us using the form on the same page. 

Join Us! 
Dues and P.O. Box are shown 
in this newsletter on the back 

page below your address 
label, along with the PayPal 

address for credit card 
payment.  

Social Media/Listservs: 
Yahoo: http://goo.gl/vU5wjL  

NextDoor: http://goo.gl/UbLiAu 

Facebook: http://goo.gl/4G41rS  

Nov 
Dec 

2016 

Lucien Cruz, 
youngest at 7 months 

Harold and Anna, 
residents since '57 

John Fields, most 
senior at 90 

Theresa Randolph, in 
the 'hood for ~1 week 
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Get Ready: The Fifth Annual WCN Caroling Hay Ride is Coming! 
On the evening of the 21st of December (the first day the 
kids are out of school) the "hay bells" will ring as we make 
our way around the neighborhood singing Christmas 
songs to all who will listen (and even those who don't)! 
We'll congregate at the Walnut Bluffs Trailhead at 11938 
Oakbrook at 6:30 p.m. and get organized and loaded up. 
To wind our way through the neighborhood usually takes 
between an hour and a half and two hours, with a stop in 
the middle for holiday refreshments. Or as Jill Leberknight put it last year: 

Twas the 21st of December and in Walnut Creek, 
All the talk of the evening was singing technique! 

For the neighbors had gathered to Carol the streets; 
They rode ‘top a wagon, they held music in sheets. 

So come out and join us! Bring your mittens and caps! 
To share Holiday Carols we’ll need singers and maps! 

We expect Santa and his elf to participate again this year, adding fun and frivolity to the 
evening and a special treat for the kiddos. We’re always trying to enhance the event so we 
need kids, families, and musicians/singers who are interested in participating and 
enhancing this neighborhood endeavor. We’d also like to compile a map of homes that wish 
for this dynamic crew to swing by and share holiday songs. Contact Jill at 
jill@agentjill.com or 512 294-7296 if you want to join the fun and/or if you have ideas or 
something to complement the event (speakers, instruments and a willingness to 
accompany our carols, lights/decorations for the trailer/pickup, etc.).  

We’ll pause mid-way and enjoy holiday treats. 
Then we’ll sing through the eve’ and the Holidays greet! 

And you’ll hear us exclaim as we drive out of sight, 
“Merry Christmas to all!”  

Come and join us that night! 

Walnut Bluffs Trail Head Survey – The People Have Spoken!   Submitted by Jim Nosler  
First: Reference to "our park", which has been designated "Walnut Bluffs Trailhead" for City purposes (perhaps to 
avoid some requirements for required improvements which would be invoked) will be referred to here as "Walnut 
Bluffs Park", to avoid confusion between the park in general and the entrance thereto. 
Second: Our park has an assigned address - and is so marked - at 11938 Oakbrook, which could be important 
when reporting events, emergencies, etc. The address sign is on the fence at the right side of the entrance.  
With the eventual connection to the North Walnut Creek Trail coming from Walnut Creek Metropolitan Park in 
mind, I instigated a very brief online opinion survey to gather insight about how folks are using the trail now and 
what kinds of improvements they might like to see in the future. A total of forty responses were recorded in a 
combination multiple choice and open-ended questionnaire. Here are the four questions, as well as selected 
comments. Thank you to all who participated, and keep an eye out for more follow up conversations about the 
wonderful park that we are calling Walnut Bluffs Park! 

 1. How often do you use the Trail Head? 
The number one response was “One or Two Times per Month" (16 responses), followed by“One or Two Times per 
Week” (11). A few folks use it more, less, not at all, or no longer use it. 
 2. What activities do you use the Trail Head for? 

Continued on next page 
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WCCC Turns Ten 

The Walnut Creek Cat Coalition was formed about ten years ago when a family moved from a house at Covington 
and Oakwood, leaving a large colony of cats, mostly feral and all capable of reproducing, around the property and 
roaming widely. A group of animal lovers related through the neighborhood association joined to do something 
about this situation and similar ones in the neighborhood. The city already had a nascent Trap, Neuter, Return 
and Maintain (TNRM) program operating using city-funded vouchers with cooperating veterinary clinics around 
town helping to offset the costs of the surgeries and vaccinations for groups of trappers like ours. WCNA helped by 
matching funds put up by a WCCC member to help get this colony "street legal", which took many months. In the 
meantime PetSmart joined the TNRM movement, and Austin won one of their large grants which required the 
city to TNR at least 5000 cats in the first year. The city decided to run their TNR operation through the Austin 
Humane Society, which hired a program director and a veterinarian with the primary duty of running a neutering 
clinic at AHS (clinic operation also provides rabies and other vaccinations, flea treatment and medications for 
simple disorders). This greatly widened the scope for WCCC, both in the numbers of cats which could be TNR'ed 
from the neighborhood and aiding in some TNR activities outside our boundaries.  

WCCC activity has slowed with increased career responsibilities, aging of members and decreasing reported cat 
issues in the neighborhood, but we're still functioning. During the starting frenzy with many feral cats in the 
'hood, a number of kittens and injured adults were kept - in anticipation of 
being adopted out - in a briefly vacant neighborhood house being used in the 
normal recovery process for cats following surgery. Thus a cat sanctuary was 
born, and still has 15 resident cats now in a volunteer's home - most available 
for adoption - but none are kittens anymore.  

We also maintain several colonies around the neighborhood, including the 
original one which has diminished in size to a single survivor. But the colony 
at Tedford and Caddo increased in size in the Spring when a pregnant female 
"moved in". All the kittens who survived have been adopted out except one, a 
boy we call "Spots". He has become totally social with the feeders, and clearly 
would be equally sweet with anyone who adopted him (one of his brothers was 
adopted by a volunteer and is an absolute lovebug). To pursue possible adoption of this boy or a sanctuary cat 
please contact Pat Pitt at 512 837-6620 or s.pitt@earthlink.net. Use the same contact info if you or anyone you 
know would like to volunteer time either trapping or maintaining feral cats or helping with the sanctuary. 

Spots shows off his spots 

“Walking and Hiking” is the number one listed usage, with “Dog Walking” and “Nature/Wildlife Exploration” 
rounding out the most popular uses. 
 3. What amenities or activities would you like to see added? 
Wildflower gardens and picnic tables topped the “wish list” of desired improvements.  Comments and other items 
of interest included amenities like a playscape, off-leash dog areas, and connectivity to the regional trail, which 
leads to the final question, concerning the regional trail. 
 4. Preferences on connecting to the planned North Walnut Creek Trail Phase II 
As many of you know, the City of Austin will be extending the paved trail that currently runs from west of Mopac, 
through the Walnut Creek Metropolitan Park, ending just across N. Lamar Blvd. from us. Current plans are still 
being formulated, so we asked whether folks would prefer to see the trail extension run closer to the trail head 
access point, close to our neighborhood, or further north, away from our homes. Responses indicate a significant 
preference for keeping the trail path further away from homes, in favor of a more northern trajectory coming 
across from Lamar towards I-35. Funding is not in place, so no further construction plans are set to proceed for at 
least the remainder of 2016, and it may be several years before the next phase of construction.  
Comments, Conclusions, and Next Steps 
The survey provided some great feedback from folks who use the park, and revealed a couple of notable trends 
throughout the responses and comments.  For one, it is clear that there is a sharp division of opinion on the “no 
leash” dog walking area topic. One thought about this is that there is already a designated off-leash area in 
Walnut Creek Metropolitan Park, and off-leash is currently forbidden anywhere other than the ten designated 
areas in Austin (see the regulation here: http://bit.ly/2fvCLtQ ) 
There were also comments on both sides of the “playscape” amenity question. At the WCNA Board meeting, there 
was interest in "compromise" recommendations, e.g. interactive features that could provide recreation and activity 
for children without imposing unsightly plastic and metal structures in the natural setting of the park.  
The other concern that seemed to come up multiple times was concern for personal safety and apprehension about 
the presence of homeless or transient people, and/or criminal activity in the area. My hope is that by increasing 
awareness of the park and improving amenities, more people will use this great resource for family activities and 
getting out into nature, thus providing an element of “Safety in Numbers”. There is no doubt that our park is a real 
treasure, hidden right in our own back yards. I encourage you all to head out and enjoy the park and help us 
continue to improve it. 
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Water, Watering, Etc. 
Weather, we got it! But this is ridiculous. It pours in August (in Austin!), with 
more in September, then essentially quits in October. So, many of us 
eventually reverted to watering again. Now it's acting like it wants to flood us 
in November, and we really generally don't need to water much after 
November starts anyway. So the watering rules don't seem important at this 
point. But just in case, if your address is an odd number your hose 
sprinkler watering days are Wednesday and Saturday, or if its even you 
get Thursday and Sunday. The allowed watering hours are before 10:00 
a.m. and after 7:00 p.m. (note automatic sprinklers have different rules). You 
can water or wash your car anytime using a hand-held nozzle.  

And, by the way, Lake Travis is the 'fullest' it's been in November since 1974. 

On a longer-term note, NOAA - the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration - has generated its predictions for the U.S. this winter, and 
the outlook isn't that great for us unless you like warm, dry air. As seen in the 
Time Magazine graphic of the NOAA data at right (see it in color from 
Nextdoor or WCNAnews.com), we maintain our typical position at the edge 
between two temperature (or almost any other two) regimes: above normal 
and well above normal. On the other hand precipitation is expected to be well 
below normal, the condition generally blamed on "La Nina" in the tropical 
eastern Pacific. We're not predicted to go back into drought conditions, but 
East Texas looks likely to do so and it could creep up on us since - again - 
we're on the edges of the two regimes. 

So looks like we won't need it, but 
NOAA also developed the model used for "Wind Chill", the effect of wind on 
the way we feel at a given temperature. The previous issue of the newsletter 
had the NOAA chart for the Heat Index, allowing you to see how those 
weather persons come up with the values they report when the weather gets 
hot. Wind Chill is derived to mean the same thing for cold weather, and the 
chart below displays values produced by their computer model. For example, 
with calm wind at 35 degrees Fahrenheit we feel what 35 degrees means, but 
if the wind is blowing at 5 mph we feel like it's 31 degrees (which doesn't 
mean water will freeze). Note below the table the times to experience frostbite 
for the various wind chill conditions (in case you go up north). 
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"2N1" Opens at Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
Thrift Store and Donation Collection Center 

Lorena Alcaraz and Carlos Chan have established a fresh-
ingredient restaurant right beside the neighborhood, and 

it has quickly become popular. Open every day except 
Sunday from 7:00 a.m. till 9 p.m., they custom roll your 

wrap from a large array of meat and/or vegetable 
components, as well as making the usual kinds of 

sandwiches. If you're on Nextdoor you've seen the many 
positive reviews and read how handy it is. It's located 
inside the St. Vincent structure at 901 Braker, but is 
separated in the front and to the west as you enter. 

Progress continues on Walnut Park Crossing, giving hope for reduction in 
neighborhood cut-through traffic. 

If you've been watching work on this road 
from Lamar to Park 35 Circle you know 
that the road base is getting to be in pretty 
good shape, especially since caliche 
underlies the whole area. It has been cut 
through to both ends, but clearly has a 
ways to go. Here's how it looked on 7 
November. 

Word from the developer, Larry Peel, is 
that they're currently expecting approval 
from the city for a correction within two or 
three weeks, after which they need to get 
all "wet utilities" in place before starting 
preparation of the actual road base, 
building curbs and gutters, and laying the 

surface. Finishing this could take three months, after which approval by the city to open the road for public use 
could take another month. Assuming the weather (as predicted above) cooperates the road could be opened by 
the end of the first quarter of 2017; i.e., April Fool's Day... 

NXNA Garden & Artist Tour Returns For 2017 
Gracywoods residents Carole Goltze and E. J. Brown are organizing the North by North Austin Tour of garden and 
art venues in our area for 2017, currently planned for Saturday the 13th of May. If you're interested in 
participating as a gardener, artist, sponsor, publicist and/or IT 
tech you can contact either at cgoltze@yahoo.com, or 
mizejbrown@gmail.com. For the art component you can contact 
Stephanie Frogge, stephaniefrogge@sbcglobal.net. 

While they have received many contacts from interested 
participants, many more - both gardeners and artists - can be 
accommodated and are solicited. You can find the application at 
www.lovenorthaustin.com. This is a great opportunity to 
participate in a popular community-wide event! 

The organizers also could use some help with legal considerations 
for the event. If you or someone you know has relevant experience 
and is willing to help please contact either of them. 

Have you seen or heard our neighbor directly to the north's motto?  
Officially "Pflugerville, Where quality meets life".  

But really "Pflugerville, Between a Rock and a Weird Place". 



 6 
Nov :: Dec  2016                             Walnut Creek Neighborhood News 

WCNA Board and Officers	

Robert Meadows        President 

   339-0229                   robertl@meadows.com 

Theresa Jones   Vice President 

   832-0404            tjones72@austin.rr.com 

Pat Pitt          Treasurer 

   837-6620              s.pitt@earthlink.net 

Kay & Joel Klumpp  

    491-0934             kayklumpp@yahoo.com 

Jill Leberknight 

    294-7296              jill@agentjill.com 

Dorsey and Bunnie Twidwell  

     339-0412               bunnie@mail.utexas.edu 

Tasha Bowser  

    731-6863              Bowser.Tasha@gmail.com 

Christian Ninaud  

     971-7628               mtbrider007@yahoo.com 

Sharon Porter 

     656-7586        sharonmfporter1@gmail.com 

Clay Chip Smith 

     487-7777               clay@claychipsmith.com 

 

 

 

Austin City Council 

Mayor Steve Adler, 512-978-2100 
Steve.Adler@austintexas.gov 

Ora Houston, 512-978-2101 
Ora.Houston@austintexas.gov 

Delia Garza, 512-978-2102  
Delia.Garza@austintexas.gov 

Sabino “Pio” Renteria, 512-978-2103 
Sabino.Renteria@austintexas.gov 

Greg Casar, 512-978-2104 
Gregorio.Casar@austintexas.gov 

Ann Kitchen, 512-978-2105 
Ann.Kitchen@austintexas.gov 

Don Zimmerman, 512-978-2106 
Don.Zimmerman@austintexas.gov  

Leslie Pool, 512-978-2107 
Leslie.Pool@austintexas.gov  

Ellen Troxclair, 512-978-2108 
Ellen.Troxclair@austintexas.gov  

Kathie Tovo, 512-978-2109 
Kathie.Tovo@austintexas.gov 

Sheri Gallo, 512-978-2121 
Sheri.Gallo@austintexas.gov  
 

EMERGENCY: Police, Fire, 
EMS, Animal Control: Call 911 

City of Austin: All services, codes 
& code violations, animal reports: 

Call 311 

Adam Soliz, APD District Rep  
(512) 974 8143 

 adam.soliz@austintexas.gov 

Adan Ballesteros, County Constable, 
Pct 2   (512) 854-9697 

Adan.Ballesteros@co.travis.tx.us 

North Austin Coalition of 
Neighborhoods Newsletter is now 

a blog site, following a wide 
range of  general city as well as 

neighborhood issues and events. 
Read and Comment:  

http://www.lovenorthaustin.com/  

Austin Police Departmen Animal 
Cruelty Unit Tip Hot Line: 

(512) 978-0523 

Get the smart phone 311 App: 
Austin311 on Google Play  

and iTunes 

WCNA Dues and Contributions Form for Calendar Year 2017 
This form is included in both the Nov-Dec 2016 and Jan-Feb 2017 newsletters, so please check to see whether 
you sent in your dues in November or December to prevent accidentally paying again with the January issue. 

Please make checks out to “WCNA” and return in the envelope provided - or your own - to  
WCNA, P.O. Box 82746, Austin, TX 78708-2746 

Note: You can use PayPal to charge dues at www.goo.gl/5iQIk  
 
NAME__________________________________________________________________PHONE________________________ 

ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL__________________________________________________________________________ 

DUES ($15 per year): $__________ 

DONATION:   General Fund $_________  Walnut Bluffs Trails (park) $___________  Cat Coalition $____________ 

TOTAL INCLUDED: $__________ 

     I would like information about participation as/in: 
WCNA Board or Officer ___       Newsletter Production ___      Park Projects____ 
Neighborhood Beautification____     Oak Wilt Abatement____     Cat Coalition ___ 

The form below is meant to facilitate record-keeping for WCNA members. The "standard" $15 dues year corresponds 
to the calendar year, so the form is included in the last newsletter issue of the previous dues year (this issue) and 

the first issue of the actual one (Jan-Feb 2017). If you wish to include additional funds to support the organization in 
general, park / neighborhood cleanup / beautification, or the neighborhood Walnut Creek Cat Coalition (which 

performs Trap/Neuter/Return of feral/unhomed cats in the neighborhood) and maintains a sanctuary for 
unadoptable cats) please indicate the desired distribution on the form. 
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Support Our Supporters! 
Our advertisers help offset the costs associated with publishing and mailing our newsletter. 

Please patronize them! 
 

To place an ad, contact Jim Letchworth - jimletchworth@yahoo.com. The rate is $90 for the full year (six bi-monthly issues). 
 

    

T-shirt designs by 
http://www.snorgtees.com/  

Halloween at Ken's House on Caddo 
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Nov 

10-19 
Waller Creek Conservancy "Creek Show";     http://www.creekshow.com/ 

Waller Creek between 5th and 8th; Evening large-scale illuminated artworks 
11 Veteran's Day 

12-13 East Austin Studio Tour (first weekend); 1 - 6 p.m. 
16 (Wed) Blue Recycle Container Picked Up: Curbside by 7:00 a.m. 

17 Special Needs Care Workshop; 10:00 a.m.-noon; 6200 Bridgepoint Pkwy, Bldg IV 
19-20 East Austin Studio Tour (second weekend); 1 - 6 p.m. 
19-20 26th Annual Fossil Festival; 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

24 Thanksgiving 
30 Wed Blue Recycle Container Picked Up: Curbside by 7:00 a.m. 

Dec 

3 Holiday Sing-Along & Downtown Stroll 
14-24 Armadillo Christmas Bazaar; 10:00 to 10:00; Palmer Events Center 

14 Wed Blue Recycle Container Picked Up: Curbside by 7:00 a.m. 
21-30 AISD winter holiday break 

21 
WCN Annual Hayride and Caroling; 6:30-8:30 p.m.; Meet at Walnut Bluffs 

Trailhead; Contact Jill: jill@agentjill.com; 512 294-7296 
21 Winter begins 

25 Sun Christmas 
28 Blue Recycle Container Picked Up: Curbside by 7:00 a.m. 
31 New Year's Eve 

Jan 
1 New Year's Day 

9 Mon Start of Bulk Pickup week 
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Walnut Creek Neighborhood Association 
membership is open to any resident (owner 
or renter) or property owner within the 
boundaries, including perimeters, of the 
association described below.  
Membership dues are $15 per household for 
a calendar year. Send a check to:  WCNA ;  
PO Box 82746;   Austin, TX   78708-2746 
Dues notices and payment envelopes are 
included in the Nov-Dec and Jan-Feb 
newsletters each year. 
Payment also may be made using PayPal: 
http://goo.gl/5iQIk   
WCNA News is sent to every household 
within the Walnut Creek Neighborhood 
Association boundaries: Braker Lane, North 
Lamar, I-35, and Yager Lane. 
To contribute content to the newsletter, 
send contributions via email to 
wcna.contact@gmail.com or contact Pat Pitt, 
512 837-6620. 
The opinions expressed in articles printed in 
this newsletter are the explicit opinions of the 
writer(s) and, unless explicitly stated, are not 
to be implied as the opinions of either the 
editor or the Board of Directors of Walnut 
Creek Neighborhood Association, Inc. 
 

Calendar of Events 


