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A NewYear! Anybody Happy? Not? 
It’s gotta be better than last year, right? But it’s not obvious yet: It started off with 
a bang: fireworks going until 3:00 a.m. at various places in the neighborhood. 
Many residents expressed “dismay” over this, but worse noises were to come on the 
6th, when a group of people, after being spurred on by the President of the U.S., 
attacked the governing heart of the U.S., the Capitol Building, breaking and 
entering and looting and destroying public property therein. The grievance 
asserted: the November election was stolen from Donald Trump, despite careful 
and clear verification of its accuracy and legitimacy by every credible examination. 
This was a shocking and seditious act, which resulted in multiple deaths and the 
sequestration of both houses of the federal government for safety. Many had 

predicted such an action, based on continuous rabble-rousing by the president from his initial campaign through to 
the present. Apparently he has convinced a sizeable section of the citizenry of his - and their - victimhood produced 
by changing demographics in the country, causing him to lose an election and being unwilling to admit it in the face 
of repeated establishment of facts. He has ignored facts that would restrain his desires continuously as president. 
A couple of U.T. psychology profs (and practitioners and authors) create a broadcast/podcast on KUT-FM called Two 
Guys on Your Head, which plays on the station multiple times on Fridays. On the show broadcast on Jan 8th the 
“guys” were watching the carnage at the Capitol while they were recording, and the subject involved how too many 
politicians have become so cynical that they don’t care about the rules we have established to allow us to work 
together to solve problems, and thus to exist together as one people. This cynicism breeds “the ends justify the 
means” mindsets. “Untruths” don’t matter, as long as they lead to the outcome we want, in this case maintaining 
power. If a significant number of constituents believe what we say regardless of validity there will be little incentive 
for opposing sides to compromise. “The rules” in this case include the norms established by us for working together 
without resorting to physical or political coercion. 
Based on quotes from some politicians on both sides of the actions of the mob at the Capitol, it’s generally agreed 
that there must be grave consequences for all major contributors to it. Politicians of good faith in both parties 
appear to be working toward bringing such to bear. May truth and justice prevail! 

BEST NEWS: The Vaccines are Here! Got Yours Yet? 
Given the (apparent lack of) detailed planning by government agencies at all levels, a slow start to actual 
deployment of the approved vaccines was to be expected. No doubt the process will improve pretty rapidly as those 
involved gain experience. It can’t happen fast enough for most of us, though some apparently hope it never happens. 
Lack of confidence in government efficiency is understandable, but the lack of willingness to participate in the well-
established process - vaccination - which will allow us to get back to “normal life” is incomprehensible to most of us. 
How can anyone think that the incredible amount and quality of scientific effort (research and development of 
techniques for producing vaccines specifically-targeted against a recently-evolved disease) represents some kind of 
government scheme to harm us? The incredibly short time it has taken hundreds, perhaps thousands, of researchers 
to generate highly effective vaccines against Covid-19 is a testament to the long and difficult studies of diseases and 
human DNA/RNA by researchers (remember, the structure of DNA was just established in 1953), mostly in 
university and government laboratories. Relatively recent experience with diseases like Ebola and AIDS advanced 
the field(s) rapidly and led to amazing techniques now being used to target specific characteristics of diseases. To 
think that these thoroughly-tested procedures constitute an evil conspiracy defies any logic. 

2020 Walnut Creek Real Estate Year In Review 
By Walnut Creek Real Estate expert, Jill Leberknight 

If you own a hat... hang on to it. If you don’t, get one quick! Avoid the rush! 
Where do I even start with you, 2020? It’s not like we didn’t already have enough going on, but on top of 
EVERYTHING the 2020 Real Estate year was Like. No. Other.  
I also don’t want to bury the lede, but it’s not over, yet. It would seem Austin Real Estate doesn’t care if we change 
calendar years. Like I said; procure a hat and hang on to it. 
Let’s begin. Can you remember way back to the ”before times?” January 2020, to be exact; the year is barely under 
way and we generally have no idea what’s coming. Oh, sure there’s the usual Austin housing inventory shortage, 
more buyers than available affordable homes, when - I don’t know if you remember or maybe read about it - a little 
thing called COVID-19 came to stay. 

Join Us! 
Dues information is shown in this 
newsletter on the back page beside 
your address label. Information is 

shown for paying by check or 
PayPal.  

Social Media/Listservs: 
NextDoor: http://goo.gl/UbLiAu 
Facebook: http://goo.gl/4G41rS   
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Real Estate shut down, right? That’s what you’d expect, right? I hope you have that hat handy. Turns out housing 
needs don’t take a break for a pandemic. In fact, being confined to your home makes people really rethink what kind 
of space they want to spend their time occupying! 
A new player enters the scene in the second quarter. Let’s call her, “LOW INTEREST RATES” and she kicked up a 
whole new hat-blowing-breeze of excitement. Buyers who’d been waiting on the side lines for JUST the right 
moment to buy came rushing in. Renters who never imagined owning a home stopped and realized they didn’t want 
to be left behind! Move-up buyers decided these rates were the way they could finally afford the bigger house they’d 
been dreaming about. Here they came! Then, from left field came buyers who’d been stuck (in the before-times) with 
lengthy commutes. They all realized they loved working from home and their EMPLOYERS loved them working 
from home so they all decided to buy their dream homes with big yards and a pool. 
People all over the city were spending more time at home. But before Austinites could fully adjust to this new 
normal NEARLY ALL OF CALIFORNIA decided it was DONE with fires and quakes and commuting  so they all 
started moving.  
I’m only getting started. We’re just now to the part where the New Yorkers and Bostonians... Bostoners... 
Bostonites... who work for tech firms realized THEY TOO could work virtually so WHY NOT move to the coolest city 
in the country? Still Austin, BTW. 
Everyone was moving and shifting and re-imagining their housing dreams at an ever-accelerating pace but guess 
what slowed down? New Home Builds. You didn’t forget about COVID, right?  Construction slowed, the redrafting of 
our land development code (that allowed us to create more housing for our residents) came to a halt and... here we 
finally are. 
Everyone got your hats secured? I haven’t told you the best part, yet. One example before I lay some chapeau-
blustering stats on you. In the final moments of the final quarter of 2020, literally on New Year’s Eve, a home in 
northwest Austin accumulated 96 - THAT’S NINETY SIX – offers, all fighting for the ONE available affordable 
home that - by the time the final cash buyer won - was no longer affordable.  
Final 2020 Score and report for the WCNA  - 26.4% increase in home prices since last year, 14% increase in price 
per square foot, 40% increase in our highest sold price since last year. WCN is now well over the half million dollar 
mark for our larger homes. We are considered nearly center city for buyer searches with what I call “entry level 
luxury” meaning if your home is updated with amenities, and a good-sized lot, you can achieve a near luxury sold 
price. Those are some pretty big numbers and a wildly different story for our little Walnut Creek Neighborhood. 
Everyone can go look for your hats now. 

Agent Jill’s 2021 Real Estate Predictions, in all seriousness 
I predict thinning inventory, rising prices, and more home improvements in 2021. It’s not surprising that COVID-19 
is the “great unknown” in our real estate outlook. Resolution of this disease is going to bring relief for many of our 
city workers. It is going to create more room and opportunity for our city officials to work to tackle our housing 
shortage. It is going to bring relief to homeowners struggling with unemployment and income challenges. BUT 
conquering this pandemic is NOT going to slow this market down. Our real estate scene is so intense due to the 
limited housing availability it’s hard for buyers to even plan a move within the central Texas region. I can certainly 
predict rising property taxes and rising pressure from our appraisal district to recoup money lost from 2020.  
Final advice is: we MUST have a plan and work together to diligently protest our property taxes. 2020 property 
taxes were frozen so my greatest concern is the financial burden created by a 24-month increase in the assessed 
value of all our homes.   

2020 “SOLD” STATISTICS 
SUBDIVISION # SOLD AVERAGE 

$ per Sq. 
Ft 

AVERAGE SALES  PRICE AVERAGE 
DAYS ON 
MARKET 

% Price Change 

Eubank Acres 12 $248.49 $428,200 ($560,000 highest) 17 37.4% ↑ 
Walnut Forest 4 $241.98 $359,725 ($395,000 highest) 14 21.5%↑ 

Oak Ridge 9 $203.77  $406,556 ($473,000 highest) 37 
 

17.6%↑ 

Spanish Oak Ridge 0 0 0 0 0 
Entire Walnut Creek 

Totals 
25 $231.35 $409,452 ($560,000 highest) 24 –(101 

longest) 
26.4%↑ 

 
2019 High Price 

$400,000 
2020 High Price 

$560,000 

    40% ↑ 
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Walnut Creek Winter Bird Report    by Jennifer L. Bristol 
When my husband and I were looking for our first home together twelve years ago, we pulled into Eubank acres and 
fell in love with the majestic oak trees. We also loved the proximity to several parks along Walnut Creek, which 
caused us to drop anchor and call this forested neighborhood that sits on the edge of the Blackland Prairie and the 
Edward’s Plateau home.  
Over the years I have observed the birds as they ebb and flow through our area each season. The Spring bird 
migration is the big show in Texas, however, more and more I am appreciating that winter is also a great time to 
enjoy the birds. With more of us working or caring for children (or parents) at home, it is also a good time to take 
notice of the nature that surrounds us.   

Some of the birds that you can expect to find in our NeighborWoods this winter are: 
Northern Mockingbirds, White-winged and Mourning Doves, Great-tailed Grackles, 
Turkey and Black Vultures, and Red-shoulder and Red-tailed Hawks. The most common 
birds I have at my feeders right now are Carolina Chickadees, House Finches, Northern 
Cardinals, and Blue Jays. You might also notice large flocks of birds that have a little 
crest like a cardinal but are smaller in size. These social birds are Cedar Waxwings 
(video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LM9WyoLbY0  and they spend their 
winters in Texas and summer in the boreal forests of Canada. Yellow-rumped Warblers 
can also be seen moving about the live oak and hackberry trees in flocks as they glean 
the branches of insects. Mixed in with the yellow-rumps are the frantically fast-moving 
tiny birds known as Ruby-crowned Kinglets. The kinglets also winter across Texas and 
the south before returning to Canada to breed. On New Year’s Eve I noticed a flock of 
American Robins scratching in the leaf litter below the trees in our back yard. Robins and cardinals both thrive on 
the insects living just below the leaves and can often be best seen hopping along the ground looking for a meal. I also 
had a large flock of wintering American Goldfinches come to my birdbath. With the increasing drought that seems to 
be gripping us, clean water sources for birds and wildlife are even more important.  
I get questions about birds not coming to feeders from time to time. That can happen for many reasons. One of the 
best reasons is if the birds have plenty of food occurring in nature then they do not need the supplement. Sometimes 
the feeder might need to be cleaned or the seed replaced. Certain birds prefer certain types of seed mixes so choose a 
blend that supports the birds in this area. Wildbirds Unlimited can help you select the right mixes.  
When not enjoying the birds in our yard, I love to walk and bird at Walnut Bluffs, Walnut Metro Park, or 
Copperfield Nature Trails. I hope you plan to put more time in nature on your calendar this year. Start planning 
your birding adventure and pick up a copy of Parking Lot Birding: A Fun Guide to Discovering Birds in Texas at 
Book People or Texas A&M University Press. Happy birding!   

     Get Your FREE Trees Here!!        By Sara Merrell 
That’s right, I said FREE! And best of all, there is hardly any work required of you at all. Just fill out 

this handy form to place your order and your trees will be delivered directly to your home on March 5, 2021. 
If you need help planting them, we’ve got you covered! Just indicate that on the form, and a team of 

amazing, knowledgeable volunteers will be there on Saturday, March 6th, to correctly plant and mulch your trees for 
you (while maintaining a safe, social distance, of course). 

Sign up for your trees here: https://tinyurl.com/FreeTreeSignup  
Why plant trees? They provide so many benefits! 

• Reduce ambient air temperature and provide protection from the sun 
• Reduce energy bills by created shade and blocking wind 
• Increase property value 
• Filter pollutants from the air 
• Reduce stress and increase happiness and a sense of well-being in humans 
• And so much more! 

One of the defining and most beloved features of our neighborhood is the mature tree canopy. 
However, many of our trees are older and some have been lost to drought and storms. It is critical to replace trees 
now or the canopy will only continue to decline. If you have any questions or would like to receive a free “Right Tree, 
Right Place” consultation, please contact Sara at saramerrell@outlook.com or 512-626-3630.    Happy Planting! 

 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 

Dan Pancamo; Wikimedia 
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The 2020 Community Time Capsule Project Still in Planning 
It looks as if the plan to bury the capsule in the Walnut Bluffs Park is not feasible due to city 
restrictions. Further, it has been strongly recommended not to bury it because of likely 
deterioration of contents, regardless of the container. 
Hence alternate locations are being considered, with no clearly superior one currently 
identified. The “time” for the capsule, i.e. for when it would be opened, is ten years, thus in 
2030. The contents must therefore be protected against all external conditions for that 
period. So an “inconspicuous” location which would could contain a fairly large container in 
such a way to be unnoticed is being sought.In the meantime, we are looking for artifacts to 

include in the capsule. Your suggestions are solicited and will be gratefully received. The exact procedures for the 
project have not been made final, so you still have time to think about it and contact Tasha Bowser 
(Bowser.Tasha@gmail.com). Watch social media for updates (and dates). 
 

WCNA General Meeting Coming in March, Remotely (mostly) 
The currently planned date for our annual meeting, at which we elect or re-elect board members for upcoming years, is March 30th 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Besides the elections and Association business, activities and issues considered by the board will be presented 
and some specific topics will be presented. Jill Leberknight will  examine the situation with Travis Central Appraisal District and their 
current appraisal tendencies and her planned workshop, a Project Connect representative will present the status of this enormous 
project, the status of the Walnut Creek Trail Project in our Walnut Bluffs Park and Neighborhood Watch status and planning will be 
presented as time allows.  
With the restrictions required to prevent spread of the Covid-19 virus, this year we’re looking for a venue that would allow a small 
number of in-person attendees in an outdoor setting which could be moved out of the weather if required. The primary “venue” for the 
meeting will be using the Zoom video conferencing application. This software supports many modes for participation using your 
computer or smart phone. The in-person space will be quite limited and subject to the guidance of health experts for such events, so 
there will be a signup process for attendance. 
When the time draws near the details will be provided to make sure you know all the options for participating. In particular the 
March-April newsletter, Nextdoor and Facebook will be used to try help everyone who would like to participate do so, and a help 
phone number also is being considered. 

Neighborhood Stations Give Your Weather  Have you ever been curious about how much water you 
got in the last rain? Or what direction the wind is blowing/gusting from? Our south Oakwood neighbors Scott Messec 
and Wendy Hodges have a private weather station registered with Weather Underground where you can check 
weather conditions and predictions anytime. You can also see how much their rain gauge has accumulated today 
from midnight till the present time, and also how much was accumulated each day, each week or each month in this 
part of Eubank Acres over the last several years. The URL is 
https://www.wunderground.com/weather/KTXAUSTI123. We tracked monthly rainfall accumulations last year, and 
they added up to 34.22 inches of rain — nearly 3 feet! 
This is a good URL to bookmark on your computer so you can check our local conditions anytime. Looking at the map 
on the right side you will see the area around this station, shown as a circle inside another circle, indicating this is 
the station you’re seeing reported. Expand the map by clicking on the + to zoom in and you may see other stations 
closer to you (keep expanding – there may be more). Click on any you see and the data will change to show weather 
at that station. Note currently there are five stations within Walnut Creek Neighborhood. 
If you load the Weather Underground app on your phone/tablet you can see most of the same information there. 
 

 

We’re Last! Maybe a Good Thing? 
We all got a flyer from Austin Recycles about getting the components – a green bin for the 

curb and a smaller container for the kitchen - to allow us to recycle compost materials, 
making us among the last parts of the city to get this service. It primarily is aimed at 

recycling food scraps and other organic waste which aren’t allowed in the regular (blue) 
recycle bin. So, starting the week of Feb 15th, the city will be picking up the new compost 
recycle bin (which we will receive between now and then). We should receive a letter from 
Austin Recycles detailing this process before the end of January. As indicated in the flyer, 

we can also learn about it on 28 Jan between 6 and 7 p.m. at 
http://www.austintexas.gov/page/watch-atxn-live or anytime at  

www.austintexas.gov/composting.        Composting Bin (but lid must be closed) 
 
 

 
Composting Bin (but 
lid must be closed) 
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Why Do Some Resist Protecting Themselves and Other? 
The reason many think the virus is a hoax or won’t hurt them is that – statistically – they’re close to 
being correct. So far, a small percentage of people have been infected (perhaps 6 - 8%, or one person in 
15) and most have not become seriously ill (about 2% have died). So the overall likelihood that any 
particular person will be infected – and die if he/she does - is pretty low. But this is what the “positivity 
rate” is trying to document: It is an attempt to determine the likelihood of encountering an infected 
person. The rate to trigger limitations on some activities in most states is 5%, and after the initial peaks 
in Travis County we didn’t get to that rate until recently. Our rate now is almost 18%! (The rate in the 
U.S. is about 9%.) If the disease were uniformly spread this would mean about one in every five persons you 
encountered here would be infected. Obviously the population of infected persons is very unevenly distributed in the 
general population, so we need extensive testing to tell us where those infected populations are and allow us to try 
to avoid them. But we don’t have such testing in place, so we have to assume infected persons are distributed 
everywhere. Hence the need to wear a mask and maintain separation in public. 
Herd immunity (HI) to a disease requires a percentage of the population to have the antibodies typically produced 
by contracting the disease (vaccines for the disease produce the similar immunity). This depends on the virility of 
that disease, usually expressed in terms of the number of people each infected person is likely to infect; e.g. for 
measles that number is about (16!). For Covid-19 the number is much lower, perhaps 2 – 4 (but not reliably known 
yet). Thus measles requires that 95% of the population needs to be protected to reach HI, whereas for Covid the 
number is probably between 70 and 90 percent. Using statistics, to reach HI naturally (without a vaccine) would 
take up to a year and result in 1.5 to 3 million deaths to achieve. If you’re inclined to allow nature to take its course 
to limit the population and “natural selection” to decide survivors this would be a good outcome for you. But, if you 
ascribe to the philosophy that what distinguishes us as humans is our ability to help all people ,this is abhorrent. 
With the high hospitalization rates caused by Covid-19 infections in many places around the country, including 
Austin, we’re already stopping elective surgeries at many hospitals and setting up temporary ICU facilities Also, 
getting even to 60% immunity under a conservative timeline based on issues with distribution of vaccines and the 
level of “vaccine skepticism” frequently shown in polls could take well into 2022: Observe CDC guidelines! 
Thus, whatever your beliefs, to keep our health care system functioning and protect ourselves and each other until 
vaccinations can produce an appropriate herd immunity we need to keep observing the CDC guidelines. 
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We should have expected this: 
A website devoted to mp3 recordings of screams! 

If you didn’t feel like screaming in 2020 you just weren’t paying attention. Now there’s an unabridged site for 
recording reactions to “Corona times” or anything else you want to react to. Some are horrific, some funny, and 
there are all kinds in-between, many not screams at all. Just go to https://justscream.baby/listen/new/ to listen to 
the individually-selectable files (screams, etc.) or click on “All Playlists” to see collections sorted by category, with 
all files in order of reception in each category (“New”, “Hope”, “LOL”, “RAWR!”, or “HELLO, 2021”). Or record your 
own contribution by calling 1-561-567-8431. Record when the “mechanical voice” finishes and you hear a beep. 
 

The graphs compare COVID-19 infection and death rates for selected entities. Only a few representative countries are 
included, it’s clear the US and Texas are the worst, and Austin only marginally better.  Graph by Karen Watkins 

Austin 

India 
Australia 
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Support Our Supporters! 
Our advertisers help offset the costs associated with publishing and mailing our newsletter. 

Please patronize them! 

 

Our expert 
birder and 

author 
neighbor Jen 
Bristol will be 

“at” Book 
People on 20 
November! 

 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

11408 Hornsby 

Les’ 92nd Birthday, and Les 
Klumpp’s Snowman 

Pond on Whitewing
 

11512 Oakwood 

Monica and Matt’s on Covington 

11501 Oakwood 
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Walnut Creek Neighborhood 
Association membership is open to 

any resident (owner or renter) or 
property owner within the 

boundaries, including perimeters, of 
the association described below. 

Membership dues are $15 per 
household for a calendar year. Send 
a check to:  WCNA ;  PO Box 
82746;   Austin, TX   78708-2746 
Dues notices are included in the 
Nov-Dec and Jan-Feb newsletters 
each year. 
Payment also may be made using 
PayPal: http://goo.gl/5iQIk   

WCNA News is sent to every 
household within the Walnut Creek 

Neighborhood Association 
boundaries: Braker Lane to Yager 
Lane and North Lamar to IH-35. 

To contribute content to the 
newsletter, send contributions via 
email to wcna.contact@gmail.com 
or contact Pat Pitt, 512 837-6620. 
The opinions expressed in articles 
printed in this newsletter are the 
explicit opinions of the writer(s) 
and, unless explicitly stated, are not 
to be implied as the opinions of 
either the editor or the Board of 
Directors of Walnut Creek 
Neighborhood Association, Inc. 
       

Calendar of Events 

Get a tree FREE on March 5th!  See Article on page 3 above. 

Jan 6 Blue Recycle Container Picked Up: Curbside by 7:00 a.m. 
17 3M Half Marathon - http://3mhalfmarathon.com 
18 Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday - AISD, banks and post office closed 
20 Blue Recycle Container Picked Up: Curbside by 7:00 a.m. 
20 59th Presidential & Swearing-In Ceremony 

Feb 2 Groundhog Day 
2-19 Austin Energy Regional Science Festival: online - http://www.sciencefest.org 

3  Blue Recycle Container Picked Up: Curbside by 7:00 a.m. 
12 Chinese New Year 
15 ***First day for city pickup of compost bin*** 
15 Presidents' Day Holiday - AISD, banks and post office closed 
16 Mardi Gras 
17 Blue Recycle Container Picked Up: Curbside by 7:00 a.m. 

 Mar 1 Large Brush Collection starts until all is picked up. 
2  Texas Independence Day 
3 Blue Recycle Container Picked Up: Curbside by 7:00 a.m. 

4-5 Amplify Austin Day - https://www.amplifyatx.org 
5 City/Tree Folks delivers your requested trees to your home (pg 3) 
14 Daylight Saving Time Starts (set clocks one hour forward) 

15-19  AISD Spring Break 
16-20 SXSW: digital - https://www.sxsw.com 

 


